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narrowest part of the straits. The craft engaged range from
the big io,ooo-ton cruisers to tiny aeroplanes : their numbers
steadily increase till they so encumber the straits that the
Japanese are at a disadvantage, being unable to manoeuvre.
They retire to the northward in face of superior
numbers, followed by the British, who press home their
attacks.
The first British ships to get through are four io,ooo-ton
cruisers, who are followed by destroyers. But the three
Japanese battle-cruisers are waiting for them and give them
a hot reception. Cornwall and Suffolk are put out of action
and two destroyers are sunk. After them come three light
cruisers, followed by four others. They come under heavy
8-inch fire from the big Japanese cruisers : some are put out
of action and others, heavily damaged by torpedo attacks,
are run ashore on the island of Sumatra.
On seeing that his cruisers have got through, Admiral
Wilson decides to take the main body of his Fleet through.
He sends a cruiser squadron on ahead, followed by flotillas
to clear the approaches of submarines by dropping depth-
charges. These are followed by eight io,ooo-ton cruisers
in open formation, and last by the battle squadrons escorted
by destroyers on all sides,
As the battle squadrons come into the narrowest part
of the straits they are attacked by destroyers on both sides.
Some of these are sunk by gunfire, some are put out of
action, but they push on, determined to drive their attacks
home at all costs and ram if may be. One flotilla comes on
after the other, regardless of the heavy fire from the British
destroyers and cruisers, strenuously endeavouring to close
the battle squadrons. Cruisers and destroyers are mixed up
all over the strait, and just when the fighting is at its hottest,
two Japanese submarines come up, one on either side of the
battle squadrons, at about 500 metres. They both fire
torpedoes and the battle squadrons immediately alter
course to avoid them. Another submarine comes up a few
hundred metres astern and also fires. War spite and Revenge
are hit, begin to heel over, and make for the shore. The
battle squadrons are thrown into confusion, some ships
turning to port and others to starboard, and Royal Sovereign
and Repulse collide. The latter is holed on her starboard
quarter, makes water rapidly, and leaves the line.